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deemed "the 'revelation' of both Qur'an and Bible to be a
rational thing ; none the less, facing the above two alterna-
tives, he chose to think that <Qur'anic seeming absurdities
were due to misinterpretation ; especially, to that of taking,
allegories literally. -Thus he advanced " arguments proving
Meraj to have been a mere vision"16; and so throughout.
He attracted to himself and his school the supposedly
derisive name oi^necharl (formed from the English word
* nature'; hence,, * naturalist') by his policy of 'interpreting
the word of God by the work of God,'. Conformity to
nature was the criterion for judging the different religions';
and Islam is the true religion in that it does so conform^ ,
The same idea of conformity to reason and nature was
another ground for rejecting from Islam a morality that
seemed to the liberal reasonably untenable, such as"aggres-
sive warfare,"slavery, and "the subjection of women ; and it
was also his .justification for retaining, whenever he did so,
some Islamic custom that the West had criticized, such as
polygamy, which is in accord, he maintained, with the natural
laws of humanity.
\JThe ideas which he was putting forth bore some resem-
blance, and the spirit in which he was doing so even more re-
semblance, to those of the'jMiutazilj, school in the earlier his-
tory of Islam. This is not surprising, for that school flour-
ished in a society with a very high degree of city-civilization,
and even with the beginnings of experimental science. None
the less their society was not Sir Sayyid's society, and he
referred to them when he found them in agreement, but
did not ' follow' them at all.^
The religion which was tashtoned by Sir Sayyid was?) as
he intended that it should be, explicitly and in fact an Islam
thoroughly compatible with progress, and specifically with
that progress which consisted in adopting to the extent that
the Indian bourgeois was capable, ^he culture of nineteenth-
century Britain, with its new learning,\ its liberal and
humanitarian morality, and its scientific rationalism".
( So much for his educational and religious position.   There
is Value in examining further its political and economic implica-